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them, on condition that they promised to follow his advice and that
he was made a member of the Privy Council. ..." Now," he said
to me, " you've heard the whole story. Will you go and act as elder
brother to the King?"
At .twenty-nine to be elder brother to a monarch of ninety-two is
an unusual experience, for I knew enough of the Tongans to realise
that after the enthusiastic fit would come a strong reaction. I felt
sure that by this time they were persuaded that the millennium had
come when there would be no more taxes and every man would be a
law unto himself. Any Government that tried to undeceive them
would be unpopular, and the whole brunt of their resentment would
fall upon .the head of its unfortunate European adviser. If they con-
tinued their passive strike against taxpaying, how could the liabilities
be paid off? And what authority should I have at my back if the
King failed to support me? To fail in such a job would dog me for
the rest of my official career.
"You are the only man in Fiji who speaks Tongan."
" I speak a few words only."
" You will learn the rest in a month. You will not be hampered
by instructions. I will give you verbally the line of policy you should
pursue, and you will return with the exiles, call upon the King and
then be guided by circumstances. Your hands will be perfectly free.
You will not be my representative. Officially, you will be lent to the
Tongan Government, and while there you will be your own master."
There was a one-in-ten chance that I might succeed, and even if
the chance had been slenderer still, I think that I should have agreed
to go. I counted much upon my wife's help, and by the extraordinary
influence she acquired over the native chief women she made success
possible. The exiles were sent for and assembled to hear what had
been done on their behalf. They were not being sent back to Tonga
by the British Government: their own King had invited them to
return. They were not to assume from this that their church had
triumphed. If they landed with a triumphant air or tried to push
forward the cause of their church, disturbances would follow and they
would be in a worse plight than before. That would be a poor return
to the British Government that had befriended them. Foolish things
were said in Tonga, and the most foolish of all was that England
wanted their country. She and her officers would now, as they had